Until recently not only was their coincidence considered rare, but it was actually thought that the mere presence of a fibro-myoma prevented the development of cancer. Now, on the other hand, some observers, such a Eichelot, assert that fibroids really predispose to malignancy.
The reason for these contrary beliefs is not far to seek? "The wish is father to the thought." In earlier days the removal of fibro-myomata was such a dangerous proceeding that it was satisfying to the physician to think that though his patient was invalided by a fibroid, she would not become the subject of the infinitely more dangerous condition of cancer. Now, however, the intrepid gynaecologist, glorying in the success of modern surgical technique, loves to believe that fibroids pre-eminently predispose to malignancy, and must without exception be removed, as their presence, even without symptoms, is a constant menace to the future welfare of the individual.
As is usual with such divergent views, mature deliberation tends to direct us midway between the two extremes, and from experience and investigation there seems to be little doubt that the two conditions of malignancy and fibro-myomata have an almost entirely independent origin, and but slightly affect one another.
The exception to this statement, i.e., where they may be said to actually depend on one another, is the malignant degeneration of the fibroid itself, which is an extremely rare occurrence.
The subject of malignancy and fibroids may be considered from the following standpoints:? 
